CARLSBAD COMMUNITY ANTI-DRUG/GANG COALITION

COMMUNITY BOARD MEETING MINUTES

03 Feb 2010– Carlsbad City Hall 

In attendance:  Coalition Community Board Chair W.R. “Bobby” Sullivan, Vice Chair Mike Antiporda, Coalition Secretary/Vice President Joe Epstein, Coalition Preventionist Alison Bryant, Program Manager Eve Flanigan, Probation Officer and Coalition Bookkeeper Victoria Henderson, CPD Interim Chief Joey Gonzalez, Sheriff Ernie Mendoza, Prevention & Intervention Action Group Chair and Alta Vista Middle School teacher Lezlie Gravens, CMHC and Local Collaborative representative Kirstin Carlson, Agricultural County Extension Agent  and Parent Woods Houghton, Health Council representative Dave Rogers, County Commissioner Janell Whitlock, Assistant District Attorney Patrick Melvin, Coalition Community Advocate Annie Hanway,  City Councilor Paul Aguilar, Faith Based Action Group member Ken Hargues, CPD Cpl Tony Baca, Judge Henry Castaneda, Student Henry Castaneda III, DWI Council Coordinator, Cindy Sharif,  St Peter Lutheran Church Pastor Geri Cunningham, Mayoral candidate Wendy Amato, NMSU-C representative Karla Thompson, Faith Based Action Group member, City Councilor James Grantner.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Epstein moved to accept Jan 2010 minutes as submitted.  Rogers seconded.  Motion passed.
Victoria Henderson gave the treasurer’s report. $111,034.81 is currently in the bank account. 
Program reports

Flanigan asked for input on orientation.  We will offer one on Tues. 16 Mar., 6 PM, tentatively at Carlsbad Literacy Center. 
Flanigan asked for input regarding case statements and what aspects of the Coalition’s work deserve to be carried on 5, 10, 15 years from now.  Epstein answered that the collaboration offered by the Community Board does need to go on, and the sustained nature of our efforts is something that needs to go on.  The visibility of the message included with our activities is important. 

Houghton said that the Coalition offers the community the ability to “respond rather than react” to situations that arise, using the suicide crisis as an example.  Taking responsibility rather than throwing up hands is important.

The changes implemented in stores regarding the sales of meth precursors need to go on.

The “rallying behind” adult and juvenile drug courts should go on. 

Elimination of graffiti must continue…Woods had a recent comment from a visitor: “where’s the graffiti?”
Flanigan & Hanway need to meet with at least 40 more local youth in the process of renewing our understanding of problems identified on the student survey.  People can refer their groups to them. 

Bryant showed slides of goods targeted to youth, photographs taken at a Roswell convenience store last weekend.  Her church youth group noted the products first, and brought it to her attention. There were flasks, “stash boxes,” and suggestive quotations on products mixed in with toys. Bryant emphasized that the point is not only to get us angry and aware, but also to drive us to action.  She said that our other programs that have helped to develop relationships with local retailers can be a basis for positive action. She is working on developing a quarterly information sheet for the use of convenience store workers.  As a rule, those personnel are not able to affect corporate policy, but her associations with them have helped us have access to decision makers. 
Bryant asked for ideas on addressing these products that inappropriately target children.  Gonzalez suggested that we have a placard/inspection program promoting healthier store environments.  Houghton said that some store owners aren’t aware of the implications of these products.  Hargues said that the “profit center” nature of the products may increase resistance.  Antiporda suggested that a voluntary, informal recognition program would be wise use of resources.  Sullivan said he can name four stores that sell ephedrine, a meth antecedent, on the counter.  “Most people think they’re caffeine.” 
Amato said it could be aligned with dolphin-safe tuna, in that the stamp “lets people know what the bad guys are doing and who the good guys are.” 

Sullivan suggested that the law enforcement group should get together and address the possibilities. 
Hanway reported that the Rx drug takeback program is moving along for a target date of 17 April. Ken Hargues and Detective Fierro have been very helpful in this process.  Hargues has found out that license fees will be waived by the Board of Pharmacy
Community Garden meets tomorrow at 5:45 at Library Annex. 
Action Groups
Students:

Celeste Rogers and Virginia Ramirez are getting ready for the CADCA Forum in Washington next week. 
Prevention & Intervention Action Group
Lezlie Gravens reported on “reverse text tipping” that is being piloted with Sunset and Puckett schools. Annie is helping to coordinate sign-ups with parent/teacher organizations. 
Faith Based: 

Houghton reported.  The Tuesday “call for prayer” group was well attended.  Recovery Bible program has distributed its first Bibles. Oasis and New Song churches have supported the program.  Pastor Cunningham said that she would need to review the materials before considering supporting the program.  Houghton said that these are the “Life Recovery Bibles” using the New International Version of the Bible and that there are study materials that accompany it.  Hargues said that he agrees it is legitimate to discuss this concern.  FBAG members will follow up with Pastor Cunningham, the St. Peter Council, and any other interested groups. 
There is a webinar on 28 Jan, at 11 AM, at Houghton’s office.  CADCA is providing “Keeping the Faith in Drug Prevention,” and Houghton is sponsoring the event as a FBAG activity. 
_____________

Antiporda reported on the Rx billboard strategy.  The group has selected the “don’t get me started” design.  Other designs can be used in other venues.  

New Business
Sullivan advised that next month is officer elections.
Henderson presented an update on juvenile drug court; there are several success stories and lessons.  She requested approval for herself and possibly one other person to attend the National Assn. of Drug Court Professionals training, itemized, with a total of $2,600 per person.  The State has no funding for this conference.  Judge Casteneda would also like to go.  Rogers moved to allot $5,200.00 for travel out of DFC/Mentoring programs.  Epstein seconded.  Motion carried.  The training is June 2-5. 
Cindy Sharif reported that one of her staff has received a new certification in auricular acudetox.  Debbie Hofer has been certified as a Prevention Specialist.  The group is watching legislative processes with interest, as funding is possibly at stake.  They are working on a memorial sign for an officer killed in the line of duty by a drunk driver, who was native to Artesia.  
Bryant reminded the group that today’s meeting is reflective of the streamlined agenda; if people have action group or other reports, she should be notified the week prior to the meeting. 
Judge Castaneda announced that Drug Court graduation is Feb 17 at 4 PM.  Congressman Teague will be in attendance. He invited visits to truancy court in preparation for the May 8 CMS community meeting. 

Sullivan adjourned the meeting at 5:08 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Eve Flanigan
Program Manager
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