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The misuse of prescription drugs is
currently a nationwide problem among
teens, and our community is no
exception. The difference is, here we
have wonderful partners in the effort to
raise awareness of how to properly
store and dispose of these drugs in
order to protect kids from harm.
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The Carlsbad office of Los Alamos
National Laboratory (LANL) has been
a great supporter of this effort,
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Jerri McTaggart of LANL at opening day of Y
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The LANL partnership and banner
program are a small part of our overall
strategy for addressing this problem.
A DEA-licensed disposal facility for

sponsoring the production of six vinyl
banners made for display on sports
field fences. The design is also being
used in printed programs of Carlsbad
High School basketball games.

LANL personnel Kevin and Jerri
McTaggart helped in a big way in

September, setting up their canopy
and collecting baseline data for our
“prescription drugs and family habits”
survey.

outh Soccer League games.

Carlsbad is another. A new full-color
brochure showing correct methods for
Rx storage and disposal has just been
published.
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To build and strengthen the
capacity of our Carlsbad
community to create a safe,
healthy, and a drug & gang/
crime free environment.
Includes serving as a catalyst
to mobilize community efforts
to reduce substance abuse
and gang activity among
youth and adults over time, in
the city of Carlsbad and
South Eddy County.

Through prevention, interven-
tion, education, and treat-
ment, the Carlsbad Commu-
nity Anti-Drug/Gang Coalition
will promote a healthy, safe
community and target risk
factors that lead to substance
abuse.
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As part of our partnership with New Mexico Office of Substance Abuse Prevention (OSAP), we participate as
a “comparison community” in the New Mexico Community Survey on Alcohol. Along with eight peer sites
which are NOT performing OSAP-funded DWI strategies, Carlsbad’s data was compared to 14 communities
that are. Those 14 sites have undertaken a five-year effort to reduce drinking and driving fatalities plus
underage and binge drinking, using strategies intended to change the community environment as it relates to
alcohol. The study was supervised by the venerable Pacific Institute for Research & Evaluation.

Our local survey team, led by Andrea Goodbar with assistance from New Mexico State University-
Carlsbad, delivered the goods in the form of reliable data. More than 400 surveys were collected from local
residents, most of them from customers of LaTienda Thriftway, a business whose managers kindly
permitted the presence of surveyors. They also produced hundreds of gift certificates as survey incentives.

Perhaps not to our surprise, Carlsbad’s status among all communities was shown to be about equal to, and in
one case better than, the communities using OSAP-recommended environmental strategies. The graph
below shows one example of a survey question and resultant data.
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1 We believe that this is a reflec-
tion of the excellent work done
by Eddy County DWI Council
1 and local law enforcement.
These groups have been us-
ing environmental strategies
such as Dbillboards, DWI
checkpoints and more. These

| activities raise perception of
risk among the public, and ulti-
i mately make streets and high-

ways safer for all of us. Thank
you, Eddy County DWI Coun-
cil and law enforcement!
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The “sticker shock” campaign
of the Artesia Drug & Crime
Coalition , developed as an
activity of the Carlsbad Coali-
tion’'s mentoring grant, is a
hit! The Artesia group is part-
nering with the Door of Op-
portunity and alcohol retail-
ers to let people know that
providing alcohol to minors is
a felony crime.
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by Eve Flanigan

In the role of PRN Community Advocate is Air
Force Veteran and father of three (soon to be
four), Raul Rodriguez. Hailing from the Artesia
area, Rodriguez has worked extensively with em-
ployment initiatives for disabled veterans and citi-
zens. He has also worked in public education set-
tings, most recently as a counselor and life skills
trainer at Artesia Intermediate School.

Rodriguez earned a Bachelor of Science in Family
& Child Sciences, plus a minor in Psychology, from
New Mexico State University. He attained a Mas-
ter of Arts in Counseling from the University of Ar-
kansas at Little Rock. Now back home in his na-
tive Eddy County, Rodriguez and his family oper-

The Coalition welcomes Annie Hanway to our ate a small ranch and enjoy being closer to family.

staff team in the role of Community Advocate. A

Carlsbad native, Hanway brings a wealth of Rodriguez will be helping the Coalition with special
experience in child protective services to the events and bilingual publications.
organization. Her educational background

includes Bachelor and Master Degrees of Social
Work from New Mexico Highlands University. She
volunteers with AWARE, Habitat for Humanity and
Relay for Life.

As the mother of an eight year old son and infant
daughter, Hanway is committed to a bright and
drug free future for our community. She has
already been instrumental in expanding our
access to professionally produced brochures and
other materials, having operated the online
selection and production process for our new
prescription drug brochure. She is a member of
the Multi-Disciplinary Team, adding a new
aspect of youth advocacy to our sector
representation.
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Alison Bryant heads up state-funded initiatives including Safe Workplaces, Synar tobacco merchant
education and monitoring, and more. Bryant is the lead staff for the Faith-Based Action Group.

Dana Letts of Ramah, NM, our evaluator, is responsible for the data analysis seen in this newsletter. She is
also taking on the lead role with the Artesia Coalition mentoring program this fiscal year.

Victoria Henderson is our bookkeeper and valued volunteer.
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PO Box 1867
Carlsbad, NM 88221-1867

Phone: 575-642-4825
575-706-4132
E-mail:
jump.clear@plateautel.net
coalition.bryant@gmail.com.

www.carlsbadcoalition.net
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Membership is free and open to
anyone interested in sharing
their skills or time to create a
drug-free community.

LOOKING AHEAD...

— MEETINGS ARE ALWAYS OPEN TO ANYONE INTERESTED —
FOR FULL LISTINGS SEE OUR CALENDAR AT WWW.CARLSBADCOALITION .NET

NOVEMBER
2 Faith-Based Action Group-6 PM I_:)O you have |deqs or SUQQG_S‘
Eddy Co. Extension Office tions for future editions of this
. . newsletter?
4 Community Board-4 PM 101 N. Halagueno, upstairs
11 Prevention & Intervention Action Group- Contact
5 PM Eddy Co. Extension Office Eve Flanigan,
Program Manager,
DECEMBER jump.clear@plateautel.net
Community Board-4 PM 101 N. Halagueno, upstairs or
Faith-Based Action Group- 6 PM
Eddy Co. Extension Office Alison Bryant,
9 Prevention & Intervention Action Group- Preventionist,
5 PM Eddy Co. Extension Office coalition.bryant@gmail.com
14 Annual Dinner—Best Western Stevens. RSVP to Eve 575-706-4132
or Alison (see box to right). $15/adult, under 18 free
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